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four boxes or cafasses*, containing the cooking
utensils and provisions of ourselves and the other
passengers on board, two spare spars, all the
furniture of the boat excepting her rudder and
two oars, including her grapnell, davit, &c.
&c.j empty water-casks, coils of spare rope, an
unshipped capstern, and, in short, every thing that
added to the weight on the vessel's decks,
We should have cut away the foremast with its
heavy lateen-yard, had there been an axe on
board, as it was stepped almost on the vessel's
stem, and oppressed her forward considerably;
but to have started the rigging of the mast with-
out being able to cut away the spar itself would,
by increasing its motion, have augmented the
evil. We lowered this yard on deck, however,
and getting it fore and aft, kept sufficient of the
tfail loose to balance the mizen in keeping her to.
There were now two anchors at the bow and a
third lying athwart the forecastle, all with their
respective cables coiled under the piece of deck
below. From the want of an axe or even good
knives, we had still more difficulty in detaching
these, by being obliged to cast off their lashings,
* The name given to large cases made of a close cage-
work from the branches of the date-tree in Egypt, and de-
rived from the Arabic word ^Ai^ a cage of net-work; or the
Persian word, '(j^'i^ a cage, a lattice, a grate.